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It’s unwise for a variegate to be registered when there is no record of it’s all-green parent as proof of lineage must be established. Such was the recent case of New Zealand grower Andrew Steens who wanted to register a centrally-striped Aechmea thought to be Ae. apocalyptica x gamosepala. This situation required details and a photo of the original plant which later sported the variegated form.   





To backtrack, in the 1980s fellow N.Z. collector Len Trotman had imported from an undocumented source reputedly in New South Wales, Australia an unnamed Aechmea hybrid in a mixed batch, although there is no official record of it there from then Aussie-hybrids recorder Derek Butcher. By 1993 Len had produced sufficient stock of Aechmea gamosepala  to fill Andrew’s order of several hundred plants for cut flower production destined for the florist trade. Within this batch were about a dozen related species and hybrids, including this plain green-leaved hybrid with an inflorescence of unusual colour combinations.





Over the next decade Andrew propagated and sold many hundreds of this unknown Aechmea hybrid which remained unidentified and only in 2009 was registered as Aechmea Exotica Candy. The inflorescence shape and red stem is more compact than Ae. apocalyptica  while the sepals are darker candy pink and the petals a light blue, suggesting Ae. gamosepala var. nivea  may be involved, toning down the cornflower blue petals of Ae. apocalyptica.  





 In 2003 Andrew discovered a single variegated pup on an  Aechmea Exotica Candy which was nurtured and the stripes stabilised so by 2007 he bulked up stocks to sell at his nursery. This sport with cream central stripes over green foliage has an identical spike to it’s parent and is now registered as Aechmea Exotica Candystripes.    




















